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CHURCH BUSIC. 


Dp~es. scarcely necessary to\enlarge upon/the ainful sub ect jor 
churéh musit as it is at present in Persia. We| all have it impressdd 
upon’us to an alarming extent \ every eek,and if} is thg cause\ 

of one of the mostystartling and distressing snsations,or seriés 

of sensations ,whi h the new miSsionary has to ée dupe. 

; + certainly is important to consider yiously and care- 
fully,how to improve the church music,and how to make it most 
useful. The people enjoy singing and join in it heartily,ana this 
is right and natural, but how(oh how)can their masic be improved? 
How shall it be made a part of the true worship of the sanctuary? 
How can 4 nation be taught that shouting is not singing? It seems 
to me that the only hope lies in beginning with those who are going 
to teach and preach,for the pastors and teachers are t=ese wae 
ones who will mowld the thoughts and habits of the nation. 

These classes of young people should be taught something of the 
principles of masic,something of time and pitch,and the use of 

the voice. Then,--and this is of the utmost importance, --they 
should be imprescsed over and over againwith the facta that hymn 
singing is a part of the worship of God,and is of equal importance 
with other phases of worship in church and school. Make them 
observe how the time devoted during a service to singing,compares 
with tnat given to Scripture reading or prayer. If so much time 

is given to singing,should it be dome carelessly, boisterously, 
noisily,without thought of the words sung,or the God to whom the 
words are addressed? It will take much time and labor to impress 
these thoughts on the minds of the scholars,but it can be done. 
And then it should be followed up. Those who have charge of the 
schools should see that their teachers give due importance in their 
schools to the subject of music.Of course they cannot all teach 
their scholars to read notss,but they can teach them much that will 
make a vital change in the manner of singing. 

Pastors can have a wonderful influence over their congrega- 
tions along these very lines. What a remarkable difference it 
makes in American congregations,whether the pastor is a man who 
has some knowledge of music and a true intersst in it as a part 
of the service of God,which is not to be overlooked or neglected 
by any of those who profess to be worshiping God when they come 
to the sanctuary. Why should not the pastors discuss the subject 
of church music in their preacher's meetings,and talk about it 
from the pulpit? And then they ought,by their example,to show that 
the time devoted to singing,is not to be spent in making some im- 
portant communication to the deacon,or to cover some noisy move- 
ment,or to have the mind elsewhere than on the solemn words that 
are being sung. 

There are two or three suggestions which it may be well to 


ie 
bring up for discussion,and which may be found to be practical. 

In the first place,it seems as though we must have a hymn 
book with the notes printed in it.The people cannot even approach 
to any correctness in time and tune unless they have something 
by which to be guided. Of course this menus that t hey must learn 
to read music if their new hymn books are to be of use to them, 
but that cen be done in time by the method indicated above. 

A font of common musical type can be used,and the type set up 
backward to swit the words,as is done in the Arabic hymn books 
at the American Mission Press in Beirut,Syria. 

In the second place,a precentor could do very much to improve 
congregational singing. The village teacher or even the pastor 
might be drilled until able to beat time for the singingm,and thus 
in time the people might learn to keep together and get through,in 
some reasonable time,with a hymn of ordinary length. 

And lastly,I feel that some of the wealthier churches or 
church: members can to advantage be persuaded to buy a baby organ, 
and that one of the younger church members attendant vpon our 
schools cand be taugiit by the missionaries to play hymn tunes. 

The people gre so much pleased and interested to have an organ 
brought to the churches,and if one were constantly played at 
their services,--played,I mean,correctly,and not merely thrummed 
upon,--it could not but have a good influence upon the singing. 

All these methods will of course require a great deal of time 
and effort before they will produce a marked effect upon the sing- 
ing among our native friends. But that old adaze is certainly 
applicable here,--"The sooner,the quicker"--,so let us begin right 
away with the best and most rigorous measures we can devise,in 
order to make the singing in God's house more sweet and musical, 
more solemn and tender,and more truly worshipful and spiritual, 
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Some Questions of Higher Hducation Dr. BROWN. 
Renae ate 


It is my hope in the following paper , to taise, Gen some measure 
to discuss, certain questions connected with the problenor Higher Edu- 
cation in our Mission Work, without attempting to treat “the subject 

es a whole or any part of it eMhaustively. 

Circumstances have forced me to reflect on this problem not a little 
during the past two years , and I have found that many questions have 
arisen which to my mind have been puzzling and remain unsolved. I write, 
therefore , in the hope of getting light, and I suggest answers some of 
wnich are to me far from certain: 


I. The Aim of Higher Education. 

This certainly must be fundémental to all work, end yet I venture to afe= 
“firm that within our mission, replies wohld be given, differing much 
from each other, and I doubt whether many of us have a clear idea of tir 
that aim. Perhaps we can first determine what it is not. 


Ww t merely the diffusion of int@lligence and civilization. 
Berg brench of work must have a direct and vital connection with the 


establishment of Christ's Kingfom.Yet it would be too narrow a definite 
- tion to say that of aim is exclusively that of raising up those who 
will work under Mission direction. It would be equally misleading to 
define our Hducetional InstitWtions as converting agencies. Both these 
aims must be included,but neither is,perhaps,primary. It has seemed to 
me that the main purpose in missionary education should be to raise up 
Christain leeders,men and women who will mould and guide their age,rise 
above circumstances and create for themselves a Christain environment, 
or failiog that,hold fast to principle and truth. Such a definition 
is capable of wide ##d¢ application and suggestive o* the essentials of 
success. It implies the cultivation of manhood and womanhood,not the 
acquisition of certain"accomplishments". It implies such character /fi 
and attainments as to stsnd above the people and yet sucn adaptation as 
not to stand apart from them. It implies such loyalty to Christ and 
possession by Him,that the influence will be for Christ,not neutral not 
entagonistic. Such an ideal is broad enough to justify a varied end 
ample work,yet high enough to rule out what is trivial or outside the 
f°? teseeam. Buccess is not determined by the number of our pupils, by the & 
attainments, intellectuel or even spiritual, of our graduates;by their & 
complete submission to our plans or cooperation with our efforts,or by 
the station of life they occupy. It is determined by the influnce they 
have in after years on others and on their efficiency in doing God's 
work. 
£. The work of the Missionary. 
It is not his gor her place to do what others can do,unless something 
higher results than merely work done. If doing drudgery,whether it be 
in the schoolroom,kitchen,or elsewhere,be the best means of teaching 
faithfulness or any other essential element of character,or of inspir- 
ing subordinate teachers to set forth a worthy exemple; it is justified 
and sanctified by that end:otherwise it is a misdirection of energy. 
Ought not all of us who? are engaged in thus one arétudy of it 


g 
e j os ‘ 
more than we do,and be acquainted more than som 0 am, tern wh @nntate , 


with the principles of pedagogy and current discussions of the theory 
ofeducetion?. ought we_not.also to know es thoroughly as may be,the _- 
Mi ddeddhever ty WierdWe /YteW tude ini dry (Vit drdtutd (Add /uA rouge — 
people for whom, we work, their history, literature, andcustoms?.. This re= 
quires time and_alsa,to a certain’ extent, freedom from other work, to 
€neble.one.to take_-time. In short, would it not be wise to devote our- 
selves more entirely to this work? 

I remember reading that President Garfield once said that his ideal 
of a college was a log with President Mark Hopkins at one end end him- 
self at the other. In other words, the main element wes the personal--- 
the teacher, not the equipment. The reminiscences in which our older 
eraduates indulge,illustrate the same truth. Inscribed indelZibly in 
their hearts is the personality of Mr. Stoddard, and yet more deeply, 
of Miss Fiské. The deepest impression is the personal,and that is deepest 
and best in proportion as Christ lives in us. If this be true,one lesson 
is that we must have personal contact with the pupils,especially spirit— 
val contact. It is wise I believe on this account,to have to do with te 
the lower as well as the higher classes,end to teach some lessons,if 
need be,for this purpose. 

ep 
&. The Netive Teachers. 

What has been said of the missionary applies to the netive teechers, 
and hence, somgat least,shovld be of such character and age as to in- 
¥fluence pupils by the force of their personality. It is a mistake to 
judge usefulness merely by ability to teach,though thet quality is ines 
dispensible. Acertain degree of responsibility, permanency,and independ- 
ence in some of the teachers in our schools is,I think,neeessery to thecr 
highest usefulness; and this is generally granted. How to combine with 
this en efficient superintendence and unity is a rather difficult ques- 
tion. In our boys 'schodls there seems to be a place for a few teachers 
of American education,- at least the two teachers who have studied in 
America are highly useful,and have gained what perhaps they would not 
otherwise have acquired. 


4.How shall we get pupils? 

An easy solution(if funds allow) is to cheapen education. Make it cheap 
enough and pupils will flock. But this is as bad as it is easy. It is & 
folly to bribe scholars and then expect them to be honest and manly. 

The attractive power must be a higher one then cheepness.We must make 
our education desirable,and to be desirable it must be carefully adjust- 
yed to the needs of the people. I believe our greatest need today is 
just this,-to so adjust the course of study of our boys' schools, as to 
lead to some means of livelihood. Just how to do this is not clear,but 
we must be ready to modify our plans and to lgarn from experience. If 
our schools be properly adapted to theneeds, Jbelieve we can have all the 
pupilswe want without cheapening education. Is there no way by which we 
might attract Moslem youth as # is done in Teheran? 


IffusSridhdussthdhe Pdugabéoniewed 
5. Industriel Training. 
Industrialeducation may be viewed in any of three aspects. (a) As an 


integral part of the edue- tional curricul tr t and eye 
and teecaeh them impressing we rtoin menatet Led oe ths, pee 


m 
De 


In this aspect itis taking e place in the common schools off Hurope snd 
America. (b). As technicel education, training artisans. (c). As ae 
method of self help. This last is the form it has taken in missionary 
schools at Marsoven,Samokov and elsewhere. Probably we should keep ell 
three in mind in our work and follow no one exclusively. So fer ex- 
cept what has been done in ovtdoor work, the third has been neglected 
at least in Oroomiah;but I am inclined to believe that it is the most 
important and,if developed, willresult in the best growth of the work. 
It is necessary to make industriel educetion an integral part 
of our college work and not as heretofore to separate it es en Industri- 
8l Depertment alonrside the College. This separation has been,I believe, 
cause of the comperetive failure of this work heretofore,and unless it 
be remedied: success is not likely to follow in the future. We might al- 
most es well establish © separate shhool of languages as a separate 
Industriel Department,unless we expect the latter to result entirely 
in training apprentices. I do not say this to eriticize andin fact any 
lack of co-operation has been on the side of the College as well as the 
Industrial work. It does not follow that an Industrial Missionery is 
not needed,nor that such e missionary must be subject to the Missionary 
superintendent of the Colefe, any more than that ledies associated in 
school work are so related. There must be either a single or joint, 
not a double, controlyand responsibility. 


6. How can the spiritual interests be best conserved? 

To bring young people,especially Nestorians,to a profession of f¢# 
faith in Christ and to membership in the Church is not difficult. The 
difficulty is to secure a sincere confession. As compared with Ameri- 
can youth ,there must be far sreater cauthon to avoid hypocrisy and un- 
conscious insincerity. Hence too much pressure must be avoided. On 
the other hand,the fact that the people are emotional makes it probable 
thet a normal religious experience will be more emotional than with us 
and that appeals may properly be made to the emotions. The School is a 
good evangelistic field and special efforts and prayers to bring revi- 
vals of religion have their proper place. Would that we might attract 
to our schools more who are outside the regular influences of our work, 
outside even the Christian religion,and win them to Christ. 

Doubtless the peculiar sphere of Christian work in the school is 
spirituel nurture. Hible instruction is fundementel and personal influ- 
ence is indispensable. What a depth of meening in Christ's words "Fol- 
low me",implying the freedom of following and not the compulsion of 
drewing, the attraction of personel love and not the force of commend, 
the gredueal educetion of discipleship and not #K¢ cericaturing imitaéip 
tion. 
—<——<—<—<—$—$_ $< —~— _— a eee ey ae Oa ee Vo nen See 
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8.$Should we seek endowments? 

For female education,I think not,because the cost is more moderated 
and the womeh in America are especially ready to support women's work. 
For the endowment of male education more is to be said. 

On the one hand,e steady income and continuity in work ere very 
necessery and cannot be guzranteed by the Boerd. Moreover it would 
seem that e certein amount of giving could be directed to permanent 
endowment which would not be available for the Board's expensesjbut of h 
this I have no right to speak positively. On the other hand,a donor to 
an endowment would naturelly expect a permanency of investment,which 
politicel conditions make extremely doubtful. Perhaps this difficulty 
could be overcome,and at ell events the matter may be worthy of thought. 


In closing let me repeat that this paper is professedly fragmenta- 
ry and at most can hope to be merely y SYE Beptives Sur great need is to 
trust the Spirit for guidence. PE ir will, solve/¥ 
these questions,end so may our preyers joes Whack igiciel Blea) petitioning God to 
guide us in "discipling” the nations according to our Master's last 
command. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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PREACHING THE GOSPEL = HOW CAN IT BE MADE MORE 
EFFICACEOUS? 


In considering this topic there are three thoughts which must 
be kept imm mind as being fundamental to a preacher's success. 

I. He must understand the needs of the people. 

No minister ean hope to attain his purpose unless he khows 
what his people need. He must not think that any text or subject 
which interests him, is necessarily that which is going to help his 
people. He can only discover their needs by mingling and talking 
with them about their spiritual progress and growth or doubts and 
hinderances. 

II. The preacher must realize that his hearers may be divided 
into several classes and that he must adapt his preaching to these 
different standards, perhaps an impossibility in any one discourse, 
put the keeping this fact in view will be of material assistance to 
the minister in his ministrations. 

Perhaps all hearers of the Gospel can be divided into the 
following three classes: 

1. Those to whom the message is a new story,never having heard 
it in this light or form before. 

2, Those who have heard the message time and again,but have 
not accepted it,and are so to speakk,"Gospel hardened sinners", 

3, Those wno have heard the message and have accepted it,-- 
Christians in fact. 

These three classes may be reached and influenced by appeal- 
ing to them in either of several ways,such as to their reason and 
intellect,or toe their affections,that is,to the emotional side 
of their nature. I ao not mean that a sermon or address should be 
so composed that these features are apparent,but I believe that the 
preacher should study his peéople,that he should understand that 
there are these channels open +o him,and that if not successful 
in the one,he should try another. There is too much self-satisfacthon 
&% present methods,too much falling into ruts. 

To reach the fir$#class,those to whom the Gospel message is 
new,let the beauty and attractiveness of that message be per- 
trayed. Picture its naturalness anu simplicity,make it vivid that + 
it meets the wants of the human heatt. The Bible is full of 1illus- 
trations which will arouse the interest,fix the attention and touch 
the heart of the listener. 

If preaching from a yesrming heart and vivid pictures fail to 
arouse the Gospel hardened sinner,perhaps Jonathan Edwards' method 
of portraying the Judgement Day and its horrors may arouse the 
sleeping conscience. But at least let an effort be made to strike 
on some new spot. 

The third class of hearers,the Christians,also need help. 

And here instruction in Bible truths and doctrines is necessary. 
In some parts of our missionery fields what we need is,I believe, 
not so much more converts,as it is a deeper spiritual tone,a stron- 
ser and more enduring Christian characte” in our econverts.How to 


2. 


build up Dhristian character is a difficult problem. The fact that 
most of the races from which our converts come have been down-trod- 
den and oppressed for centuries, must be taken into sonsideration. 
But I believe that the third principle which me mast bear in mind 
in looking to the sreater efficiency of Gospel preaching, will help 
us here; it is ; 

III. The preacher must have a masterly knowledge of the Bible. 
Sciences, philosophy and kindred branches may awaken the mind to 
sreater efficiency and broaden it, but a simple yet thorough knowl- 
edge of Bible truths and a scnolarly ability to search for hidden 
treasures, is essential, not only for the building up of Christian 
character, but in order to handle the Word of God effectually for 
the many other hearers. 

I am aware that most of our preachers labor under great dis- 
advantages. Greek anu Hebrew are unknown to tuem, and hence those 
channels are closed for discovering the depth and force of many 
texts. There is also a sreat lack of helps in the line of commen- 
taries and of text books. And yet in spite of these déficiencies, 

I believe that more can be made and should be made of expository 
preaching.Let there be less moralizing on a text or topic and more 
exposition of God's Word. Let the argumeni, and teaching of the 
sacred writer be substituted for the logic and conelusions of the 
preacher. The expository sermon rightly used, cannot fail to make 
its impress on its heaz#ers. 

The few suggestions which I wouldmske in considering this 
question of the greater efficiency in Gospel preaching,are therefore, 
eloser attention to the needs of the hearers, sreater thought and 
care in adapting the preaching to those needs, and more of an ef- 
fort to expound the Word of God as we have it. 
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one tines of Missionary Conference 
"Hemadan, \Pereia 
_Sep. stn = Oct. 10th '94, 


The first general Conference of Protestant Missions in 


Persia convened at Hamadan in the rooms of "Faith Hubbard School," 
FPridey morning Sep. sotny 1984, Representatives being present from 
Oroomieah - Rev. Dr. md Mrs. JeH. Shedd and J.P. Cochran, M.D. 

From Tabriz - Rev. W.eL. Whipple, W.S. Vanneman, M.D. and Miss 
Mary Jewett. 

From Salmas, Rev. JN. Wright, D.D. 

From Teheran - Rev. and Mrs. J.L. Potter, Rev. and Mrs. S.L. Werd, 
Miss Anne Schenck and Miss Letitia Me Campbell. 

From Hamadan - Rev. and Mrs. J.W. Hawkes, Rev. and Mrs. J.G. Watsop 
G.W. Holmes, M.D. and Mrs. Holmes, Miss Annie Montgomery, Miss Sue 8, 
Leinbach, and Dr. Jessic C. Wilson.- 

All these are missionaries of the Board of Foreign Missions 

of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. with the exception of Rev. 


W.eL. Whipple, agent of the American Bible Society. 
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Native Protestant Church. 


Papers: F 
Church Music Mrs. BeW. Labaree, Oroomiah. 
“How to Promote the Christian Life,’ 
Rev. J.G. Watson, Hamadan 
‘Yow to meKe our Preaching more Iffective, 
Reve HeWe St. Pierre,Oroomiah. 
tt it u " 1 
Reve BW. Labaree, Is 
wW wu " ft it 
Reve JeLe Potter, Teheran. 
Comnittee: Jale Potter, J.P. Cochran, Annie Montgomery. 


The Report af Committee, discussed, amended and ada ted. as follows: 


I The best means of building up a strong native church are: 
Bible Study and Teaching, emphasizing the great doctrines of the 
Gospel, and dependence upon the Holy Spirit to bless the Word; a 
consecrated ministry and the exemplary life of christians; a 


system of church government, simple and scriptural and adapted to 
the needs of the country. We should not endeavor to load the 


native church with the complicated creeds, or forms of government, 
prevailing in the West. 

II We emphasize the importance of an educated ministry, and 
of the very best pastors that can be had; at the same time we 
we recognize the usefulness of earnest, humble-minded, godly men, 
even if not so highly educated; and we recommend that such suit- 
able men be seleeted and prepared for the ministry by a_short 

“= course of scriptural instruction and practical training, as in 
Bible Institutes in the West; and that these men be urged, for 
the sake of the Master, to be content with such support as their 
people may be able to afford. 

TRE With regard to self support, we recommend that when 
a little band of believers is gathered, that the one best suited 
to the duty be selected to act as leader, without giv 
ordina. occupation, if a lawrul one; and that these groups of 
aeons be frequently visited for instruction and encouragement 
by a missionary or itinerant evengelist; and that for the time beim 
they hola their religious services from house to house. 

Thet the duty of self-support be kept prominently before the 
people, and a spirit of manly independence be carefully fostered 
from the very beginning. 

That the churches not strong in means and unable to support a 
highly educated pastor be urged to accept a man of more humble at= 
tainments, who is willing to live on the small support they may be 
able to afford him. 


IV That the responsibility for the direction and contra 


oF the work | be transferred to the native brethren just as rapidly as they 
are able to assume it; to assume $4; and while fully advising with them, the responsi- 


bility for the use of 4 for the use of the Board's funds I must rest with the Mission, as 


the representative of the Board. 


Vv That the terms of admission to the church be a 
eredible ‘evidence of saving faith in Christ, and sufficient Knowledge 
of Christian doctrine, and experience of Christian life, to efford that 
eredible evidence. It abbears unwise that a period of probation should 
be set up as a general rule, though, in some cases, it may be well to 
advise converts to wait a while before uniting with the church. We 
recommend the chaechetical cless for the instruction of converts before 
or after admission to the church. 

VI It is highly desirable thatitthere should be one 
ehurch in Persia, but the difference of language, and the long dis-— 
tances with poor facilities for travel, together with the different 
societies at work in the country, render it difficult, if not impossi- 
ble of attainment, but it does seem as if a commom confession of faith, 
perhapa on the anes of"Bhe Apostle's Creed," might be practicable. 

VII We would emphasize the importance of a decorous 
ehureh musie, and instruction in the seme; and it seems to us prac 
ticable to make use of certain Armenian and Nestorian native airs; and 
also desirable that the use of Western tunes be continued. 

VIII While not insisting upon the total abstinence 
pledge as a condition of church membership, the principle and practice 
of total abstinence, from intoxicants as a beverage, should be earnest= 
ly held before the people,especially the youth; and the effects of 
alcohol on the human system should be teught in the schools. 

IX In order to promote the Christian life it is neces- 
sary that missionaries themselves so live as to be examples of the 
Christ-like life, and that our instruction should be more practical, 
as regards the manner of life becoming the gospel of Christ. 

ASS We advise that Christian converts should marry only 
in the Lord, and should not be unequally yoked with unbelievers; and 
that in the earlier stages of the work, there should be a double form 
in the case of converts marrying those nominally of their former re- 
ligions, if upon examination the Jewish and Moslem form of marriage be 
found to contain nothing contrary to the principles of Christianity. 


XI. As to effective preaching, we emphasize the importance of 
ecereful preparation for the responsible duty, in Persia as elsewhere; 
that the preacher study the needs of different classes of his hearers; 
that he should have a masterly krmowledge of the word of God, and be 
skillea in the use of the "Sword of the Spirit;" that there should be 
a distinct recognition of the two-fold object of preaching Conversion 
to Christ, and the edification of believers,- and that personal efrort 
for individuals be constantly employed; and the careful adaptation of 
the tesching to their respective needs be carefully studied; and that 
hearers be trained to pray for the success of the preacher's message; 
and above all, that the baptism of the Holy Ghost for service be car= 
nestly and perseveringly sought. 

XII. As to revivals, we quote the following steps, considered by 


Rev. B. Fay Mills as necessary for a successful revival. - "It mst 
begin among Christians; they must cease from sin, be united in prayer, 
earnest in witness-bearing, and exepelise faith in God's power;" to 


which we may add, and in God's promises, and also that they must bring 
the tithes into the storehouse. We emphasize prayer and personal 
effort on the part of those whose hearts the Lord has warmed, and the 
(formation of preyer-untons. The fruits of revivals must be gathered in 
py faithful pestoral labors. 
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